
https://youtu.be/uZ4dfrkesHY?si=t3NK5bfHoVpmYAbs


“Ethan!
Don’t
poke
it

with a
stick!”

 That was the first alligator I

saw in the Everglades.



“Why can’t I poke
the alligator with
the stick?”

“They are the whole reason we
came here! Come on Ava, have
some fun.”

Well I was having fun. I had been
looking forward to this for a
long time. 

The Everglades national
park is known as a
place where people can
get a taste of the
Florida wild life, and no
one ever gets hurt…
right? Ethan, Tanis,
Sam, and myself had
started this hike with
high hopes.



This was a side
of nature I had

only seen in
books and film.

Now it was
right in front

of me.

 Huge birds
soared

over our
heads. 

Beneath
our feet,
Snakes. 

In the
water
down

below…
Alligators. 

As we explored the Everglades, we
were surrounded by wildlife.

That thing could eat me whole.



“Is anyone else getting cold”

“Oh come on don’t be a baby, Ava. Look at how nice the
sunset is. I told you to bring a sweater.” 

Sam was always the one to act tougher than the rest,
but we all knew he was also freezing. 

We had been walking for over 3 hours. Everyone was
cold and tired, but I was the only one to admit it. 

“Ethan, please order the Uber.”

 I said as if it wasn’t already obvious we all wanted to
go home. 



“I have no service.”

https://youtu.be/uZ4dfrkesHY?si=t3NK5bfHoVpmYAbs


We need to

find a way

HO
ME



Everyone was shaking

in
the  

The only thing we could see through
darkness were the red bright eyes.

c
o

l
d



SN
AP



A pair of red eyes  
 jolted towards

Tanis as Sam pulled  

Her away



alligator attacked?

Damn these things are  
getting hungry

What the hell would I do if an 



I was so cold and so tired I
thought I was

hallucinating, but I could
have sworn I saw two

shadows moving not too far
ahead. 

Finally.



“People!” 

Please don’t let that be
another alligator. 

“Are you
blind?
Those
are

people,
Ava!”

“Are you sure Tanis? That

shadow could be a lot of

things.”



We walked towards them as I

saw the countless number of

Beer cans on the ground. I

could hear them laughing and

speaking with words that can

only be described as

gibberish.

“These people are
DRUNK”
Ethan said a little too loud.

“Well what do we
do?” 
Please don’t say hitch hike.

“Hitch hike! They are
our only option.”
God my parents would kill me if
they knew I was asking drunk
teens for a ride home



was a blur as mind mind was

racing.

Are we going to get kidnapped?

What if they crash?

I can see the news headline now:

group of four teens die due to

drunk driving. What happened

to their bodies? Alligator food. 

EVERGLADES
group of four teens die due to drunk driving. What happened to their

bodies? Alligator food. 

The whole conversation 

“Our parents
are picking us up, I’m sure you

can catch a ride”One of the new

guys said with broken drunk

English. 

Thank God.

My only worry now was being

kidnapped. 
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Tanis and I stayed silent
as the boys had a beer
with our new ‘friends’. 

A car pulled up in front of us as we squeezed 6 people into the back. 

“Rough day?” One of the parents asked.

“You have no idea”

“You can come back to our place. Theres service so you could order an

Uber from there”.



The car ride went on for what seemed like

forever. My friends were silent as the

family in the front had some simple small

talk. 

“Wow. Would you look at
that.”
Tanis whispered so the family wouldn’t hear. 

In front of the car stood a huge mansion.

Ethan was looking at his phone as the rest of

us were distracted by the size of the of this

place. 

 “I have service”



I finally took my first breath of
relief in what seemed like forever. 

We did it.
We had made it out of the Everglades
alive. As I was thinking to myself
about how I never wanted to put my
friends into a dangerous situation
again, I was interrupted.



“Would you like to come in?”


